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VILLAGE OF HIGHLAND PARK
1650 Highland Park Drive North
Wednesday, January 22, 2025, 6:00 p.m.
Regular Meeting

IN ATTENDANCE Mayor Brandon McWhorter, Commissioner Amanda Updike, Commissioner Derek Camann, City Manager Ric Busbee, Clerk’s Assistant Lita O’Neill, City Attorney Andrew Hand (via telephone), Resident Mark Smith, Resident Catherine Angel
CALL TO ORDER Mayor McWhorter called the meeting to order at 6:00 p.m.
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE led by Mayor McWhorter
ROLL CALL taken by the Clerk’s Assistant Lita O’Neill
Commissioners present included Mayor Brandon McWhorter, Commissioner Amanda Updike, and Commissioner Derek Camann. A quorum was present.
PUBLIC COMMENTS
The Mayor opened the floor for public comments. Being none, the floor was closed.
CONSENT AGENDA
Mayor McWhorter explained the new agenda format, which includes a consent agenda, and reviewed the purpose of the consent agenda. The items on the consent agenda included:
1. Polk County Property Appraiser 2025 NAV Contract Agreement 
2. Anser Advisory Services Contract for Non-Ad Valorem Assessments 
3. Polk County Supervisor of Elections Municipal Election Agreement 
4. Central Florida Regional Planning Council Agreement for FY24-25 Planning Services 

Mayor McWhorter opened the floor for questions; being none, the floor was closed. 
Commissioner Camann made a motion to approve the items on the consent agenda. Commissioner Updike seconded the motion. All in favor. The motion passed unanimously.
ADOPTION OF PREVIOUS MEETING MINUTES
Ms. O’Neill noted that the November 20, 2024 meeting minutes were amended to include the City Attorney, Andrew Hand, who was in attendance at the November meeting via telephone.
Commissioner Camann made a motion to adopt the previous meeting minutes with changes from the November 20, 2024 regular meeting of the Village Commission. Commissioner Updike seconded the motion. 
All in favor. The motion passed unanimously.
CITY MANAGER REPORT
The City Manager made the following report:
1) Duke Energy will be coming in to perform tree trimming soon.
2) Three streetlights were out, but they have been fixed.
3) The concrete work at 1632 South Highland Park Drive will be conducted over the next two weeks.
4) He is working with the Florida Rural Water Association to conduct a water study to research water rates and grant opportunities.
Commissioner Camann inquired about whether any park projects are scheduled. Mr. Busbee responded that no special projects are currently planned but they may be addressed during budget discussions.
Commissioner Updike asked Mr. Busbee about the fishing situation on Lake Amoret. Mr. Busbee noted that signs were added along North Highland Park Drive to address a commercial vehicle that has been parking on the grass. The Clerk’s Assistant noted that she would provide the Ordinance that addresses the parking of commercial vehicles at the next meeting.
Commissioner Camann asked about a recreational vehicle that is parked along Highland Park Drive as you enter the Village. Mr. Busbee noted that the shrubs there serve as a privacy screen, and that the screen meets the code requirements.
TREASURER REPORT
The Treasurer had notified Ms. O’Neill in advance of the meeting that she would be unable to attend, but she had emailed the budget-to-actual report, which was shared with the Commission. 
The Treasurer shared that April Cooper from Wicks, Brown, Williams, and Company plans to present the FY23-24 audit in March or May 2025.
Discussion ensued about replacing the bulletin board/s. 
There was further discussion about individual line items from the budget report.
Mayor McWhorter thanked staff for the finance report.
NEW BUSINESS
1. DISCUSSION & ACTION, PROCEDURE FOR UTILITY BILLING FOR WATER METERS NOT CONNECTED TO A STRUCTURE 
The City Manager provided the background and analysis. Discussion ensued about whether there is a fee for initial hook-up to water utility. Mayor McWhorter noted that the water study that is being conducted will show what is needed. 
Discussion ensued about whether there was a required timeframe per the Village code to rebuild after demolition of a structure is completed. A question was raised about the flat-rate service fee of $40.00 and whether a lot that has a meter but no home/structure, should be charged the flat rate service fee. The consensus of the Village Commission that the property owner should not be charged the flat-rate service fee if no structure exists on the property.
2. DISCUSSION & ACTION, APPOINTMENT OF CANVASSING BOARD MEMBERS 
The Mayor asked the Clerk’s Assistant to provide the background and analysis. She reported that the Canvassing Board is a 3-member board whose primary role is to certify the election. There will be no need for the Canvassing Board to meet if no election is held. No election will be held if there is a sole qualifier during the qualifying period.
Mayor McWhorter made a motion to appoint Commissioner Derek Camann, Clerk Blair Updike, and Catherine Angel to serve on the Canvassing Board, with Lita O’Neill and Commissioner Amanda Updike serving as alternates. Commissioner Updike seconded the motion. All in favor. The motion passed unanimously.
QUESTIONS, COMMENTS, AND ANNOUNCEMENTS
Mayor McWhorter announced the meeting dates on the 2025 calendar, which are 1/22, 3/26, 5/28, 7/23, 9/24, and 11/26. He also noted work session dates, which are 2/26, 4/23, 6/25, 8/27, 10/22, and 12/24. It was noted that public notice will be posted if any of these meetings are canceled.
The Mayor announced the election qualifying period is 2/10/25 at 12:00 noon – 2/14/25 at 12:00 noon. Anyone wishing to qualify must submit the required paperwork to the Village Clerk during the qualifying period.
The meeting was adjourned at 6:38 p.m.
Respectfully submitted,



Lita O’Neill
Assistant to the Clerk

Approved: 3/26/2025
Minutes of Village Commission meetings may be obtained from the Village Clerk’s Office. The minutes are recorded, but not transcribed verbatim. Persons requiring a verbatim transcript may make arrangements with the Clerk to duplicate the recording. The cost of duplication will be the expense of the requesting party. In accordance with Section 286.26, Florida Statutes, persons with disabilities needing special accommodations to participate in this meeting should contact the Village Clerk’s Office no later than 5:00 p.m. on the day prior to the meeting at 863-455-6518, or via email at clerk@highlandpark-fl.org. 
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