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VILLAGE OF HIGHLAND PARK
1650 Highland Park Drive North
Wednesday, September 10, 2025, 6:00 p.m.
Tentative Millage and Budget Meeting Minutes

IN ATTENDANCE Mayor Brandon McWhorter, Commissioner Derek Camann, Clerk Blair Updike, Clerk’s Assistant Lita O’Neill, City Manager Ric Busbee, Treasurer Mary Bradley, Resident Curtis Seay
CALL TO ORDER Mayor McWhorter called the meeting to order at 6:02 p.m.
ROLL CALL The Clerk’s Assistant took the roll.
Commissioners present included Mayor Brandon McWhorter and Vice Mayor Camann. Commissioner Updike notified the Clerk that she would be five minutes late. She arrived at 6:08 p.m. A quorum was present.
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE The pledge was led by Mayor McWhorter.
CONSENT AGENDA There were no items on the consent agenda.
CITY MANAGER REPORT
Discussion ensued about the overgrown grass in the lot between La Casa de Josefina and the Camann property. The City Manager will contact the property owner.
RECOGNITION OF CITIZENS
Curtis W. Seay, 1329 South Highland Park Drive, would like to voice opinion on the water rate increase that is proposed. Mr. Seay stated he has been in Highland Park for thirteen years. He compared the Village’s rates with other local municipalities. He further stated that he thought it was unfair to penalize individuals that are conserving water by increasing the base rate. He stated that to be fair to those that conserve water is to increase the leveled rates after the first 1,000 gallons are used. Commissioner Camann explained that he had looked at the figures and would consider keeping the base rate lower. Mr. Seay stated that pool owners and those that irrigate using the city water should be charged an extra fee.
AGENDA
I. PUBLIC HEARING, RESOLUTION NO. 2025-03, TENTATIVE MILLAGE RATE FOR FY 2025-2026

MAYOR’S STATEMENT - Mayor McWhorter stated that State law requires that the first substantive issue to be discussed at this hearing is the percentage increase in the millage over the rolled back rate and the reasons ad valorem taxes are being increased. The Village of Highland Park’s proposed operating millage is 9.9759 mils, which is 2.14% more than the rolled back rate of 9.7665 mils. The ad valorem proceeds resulting from the difference between the proposed rate and the rolled back rate will be used to offset increased operating expenses of the Village.

The Mayor read Resolution No. 2025-03 into the record, A RESOLUTION OF THE VILLAGE OF HIGHLAND PARK, POLK COUNTY, FLORIDA, ADOPTING THE TENTATIVE LEVYING OF AD VALOREM TAXES FOR THE VILLAGE OF HIGHLAND PARK, POLK COUNTY, FLORIDA, FOR FISCAL YEAR 2025-2026; AND PROVIDING FOR AN EFFECTIVE DATE.

The Mayor opened the floor for public comment. Seeing no one, the floor was closed.

Mayor McWhorter opened the floor for discussion among the Commissioners. Being none, the floor was closed. 

Vice Mayor Camann made a motion to approve Resolution No. 2025-03. The motion was seconded by Commissioner Updike. 

A roll call vote was taken.
· Commissioner Updike – Yes
· Commissioner Camann – Yes
· Mayor McWhorter – Yes

The motion passed unanimously at 6:13 p.m.

II. PUBLIC HEARING, RESOLUTION NO. 2025-04, TENTATIVE ANNUAL BUDGET FOR FY 25-26

The Mayor read Resolution No. 2025-04 into the record, A RESOLUTION OF THE VILLAGE OF HIGHLAND PARK OF POLK COUNTY, FLORIDA, ADOPTING THE TENTATIVE BUDGET FOR FISCAL YEAR 2025-2026; AND PROVIDING FOR AN EFFECTIVE DATE.
Mayor McWhorter asked staff for any updates to the budget. Treasurer Mary Bradley reviewed updates, including the Enterprise Fund calculated based on proposed water rate increase.
The Mayor opened the floor for public comment. Seeing no one, the floor was closed.
Mayor McWhorter opened the floor for discussion among the Commissioners. Being none, the floor was closed. 
Vice Mayor Camann made a motion to approve Resolution No. 2025-04. The motion was seconded by Commissioner Updike.
A roll call vote was taken.
· Commissioner Updike – Yes
· Commissioner Camann – Yes
· Mayor McWhorter – Yes

The motion passed unanimously at 6:15 p.m.
RECOGNITION OF CITIZENS There were no additional comments from citizens.
QUESTIONS/COMMENTS/ANNOUNCEMENTS Commissioner Updike commented about water rates. Commissioner Camann stated that he had three phone calls related to the water rates. The City Manager explained the need to increase rates to prepare for the future. The proposed rates are based on a water study conducted by the Florida Rural Water Association. Trying to support the water utility with the limited number of accounts is a challenge. The Mayor commented that the public utility needs to provide a service and increasing the base rate brings a more consistent revenue stream to cover the system’s costs.
The next meeting is September 24, 2025, at 6 p.m., and the Village Commission will consider the final millage and budget for FY 2025-2026.
The meeting was adjourned at 6:38 p.m.
Respectfully submitted,


Blair Updike
Village Clerk
Approved: 
Minutes of Village Commission meetings may be obtained from the Village Clerk’s Office. The minutes are recorded, but not transcribed verbatim. Persons requiring a verbatim transcript may make arrangements with the Clerk to duplicate the recording. The cost of duplication will be the expense of the requesting party. In accordance with Section 286.26, Florida Statutes, persons with disabilities needing special accommodations to participate in this meeting should contact the Village Clerk’s Office no later than 5:00 p.m. on the day prior to the meeting at 863-455-6518, or via email at clerk@highlandpark-fl.org.
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